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MGSLP’s Eight Tips for Filling Out the FAFSA in 2008
HELENA, Montana -- The Montana Guaranteed Student Loan Program (MGSLP) offers the following eight tips to students and their parents who will be filling out the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) for the 2008-2009 academic year.  The FAFSA is the form used by the U.S. Department of Education to determine students eligibility for federal financial aid including grants, loans and work-study.
8. Check your eligibility for aid at www.fafsa.ed.gov/faq003.htm
7. Gather all the necessary information before you start, such as your Social Security number, driver’s license number, and 2007 Federal Income Tax Return.

6. Complete your tax return first!  You can still submit your FAFSA without a 2007 return, however, filling out the FAFSA will be much easier if you and your parents have completed your 2007 tax returns.

5. Apply for a PIN at www.pin.ed.gov, prior to starting your FAFSA.  A PIN allows you to electronically sign your FAFSA, as well as log in to make corrections to a completed FAFSA.

4. Get the Federal codes for the school(s) you want to enter at www.fafsa.ed.gov/FOTWWebApp/FSLookupServlet.

3. Be sure to print a copy of your completed FAFSA for your records.  Be sure to also keep a copy of you Student Aid Report (SAR) when it is sent to you.

2. Complete the FAFSA electronically.  Applying online identifies potential errors, provides help, and results in a faster response. 

1. If you need help, ASK!  Contact the Federal Student Aid Center  at 1-800-4-fed-aid for free help.

MGSLP encourages all students to apply for Federal Student Aid with the FAFSA by the March 1, 2008 deadline.
# # #

MGSLP, a division in the Office of the Commissioner of Higher Education, is the designated guarantor of Federal Family Education Loans in Montana and additionally guarantees loans on a regional and national level.  Located in Helena, Montana, the agency also administers a variety of state, federal, and private grant and scholarship programs.  MGSLP administers Montana’s 529 plan, the Montana Family Education Savings Program, as well as both the Montana University System Honor Scholarship and the Governor’s Postsecondary Scholarship Program.  MGSLP is a full service guarantee agency, committed to providing financial access to students pursuing postsecondary educational goals.
